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FFA  Talk 

A  former  FFA  member  writes  about  his  optimism  for  today's  FFA. 
Also,  photos  of  FFA  signs  from  Abbott,  Texas,  and  Kersey,  Colorado. 

National  Officer  Q&A 

National  Western  Region  Vice  President  Stuart  Joy  talks  about  state  FFA 
conventions,  FFA  leadership  conferences  and  how  FFA  helped  him 
prepare  for  college. 

FFA  Faces 

Meet  achieving  FFA  members  from  Arkansas,  Connecticut,  Kentucky, 
New  Mexico,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia  and  Wisconsin.  Find  out  how 
you  can  win  a  backpack. 

Shaka! 

Part  two  of  our  series,  "FFA:  The  Four  Corners,"  which  features  FFA 
members  in  the  extreme  corners  of  the  nation.  In  this  issue,  we  visit 
FFA  members  in  Hawaii. 

First  Person:  My  Own  Man 

Monte  Buck,  a  member  of  Missouri's  Mexico  FFA  Chapter,  talks  about 
how  he  followed  his  uncles,  mom  and  grandpa  into  FFA  and  how  he 
found  his  own  success. 

What's  Hot 

What  do  Kenny  Chesney,  Harry  Potter  and  Green  Day  have  in  common? 
They're  all  tops  among  FFA  members.  See  what  else  FFA  members 
voted  for 

Chapter  Meetings 

They're  an  integral  part  of  a  successful  FFA  chapter  Learn  what  you 
can  do  to  improve  attendance  and  make  meetings  more  productive. 

Community  Development:  Giving  Back 

The  Oconee  County  Middle  School  FFA  Chapter  in  Georgia  raised 
money  to  help  last  summer's  hurricane  victims. 

Your  Money:  What  Are  You  Worth? 

Getting  readv  to  enter  the  agricultural  job  market?  Before  you  apply 
for  that  position,  here's  some  advice  on  salary  and  wage  negotiation. 

LastLaff 

What  is  a  caveman's  favorite  sandwich?  A  club  sandwich,  of  course. 
You'll  find  more  great  jokes,  plus  the  Puzzler  and  the  Agrinuts. 

Nashville  News 

Countv  music  star  and  former  FFA  member  Trent  Willmon  made  an 
appearance  on  "FFA  Live!"  Plus  news  about  Toby  Keith,  another  former 
FFA  member 

FFA  Across  the  USA 

Get  the  latest  news  from  FFA  chapters  across  the  nation,  and  find  out 
how  you  can  get  your  chapter's  news  printed  in  the  magazine. 

On  the  cover:  Noel  Bayudan.  reporter  for  the  Kea'au  FFA  Chapter 
in  Hawaii,  uses  a  hand  gesture  to  say  "Shaka,"  or  "Hang  loose." 
Photo  by  Eric  Rowley 
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FFA  Talk 


What's  on  your  mind? 


The 


BIS 


question: 


What's  the  most  rewarding  part 
of  being  an  FFA  member? 

In  my  43  years  of  life,  about  the  only 
fanning  or  agricultural  activities  I  have 
ever  done  were  helping  my  mother  and 
grandmother  in  their  gardens,  but  that 


in  no  way  lessens  the  value  I  place  on 
my  lifetime  FFA  Alumni  membership. 
I  became  an  FFA  member  my  freshman 
year  in  high  school  in  1977  with  little 
ambition  to  become  a  farmer.  In  fact,  as 
an  accountant  in  downtown  Nashville, 
I  am  about  as  far  removed  from  agricul- 
ture as  one  can  get.  However,  my  FFA 
membership  will  always  be  one  of  my 
most  valued  affiliations  because  of  two 
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on  Fastline  Publications 
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things:  the  technical  education  it  gives 
students  to  meet  the  ever  growing  needs 
of  our  world's  future  agricultural  and 
food  demands:  and,  more  important,  the 
moral,  ethical  and  character  develop- 
ment it  provides  our  leaders  of  tomor- 
row. That  will  allow  them  to  realize 
that  FFA  is  not  just  about  agriculture, 
but  about  building  our  world  through 
the  selfless  service  and  deeds  of  those 
who  value  the  life  lessons  only  farming 
education  can  teach.  I  will  always  honor 
and  cherish  the  privilege  of  being  a  part 
of  such  a  wonderful  organization. 

Brett  W.  Lashlee 
Nashville,  Tennessee 

The  most  rewarding  part  of  being  an 
FFA  member  is  we  can  accomplish  so 
much  and  help  people  at  the  same  time. 
I  love  the  FFA  and  being  with  the  ani- 
mals and  helping  them.  You  can  learn 
all  about  yourself,  nature,  animals  and 
more.  The  responsibility  you  have  can 
be  hard,  but  it  is  also  very  enjoyable 
and  rewarding. 

Nicole  Byrne 
Lutz,  Florida 

To  me  the  most  rewarding  part  of  being 
an  FFA  member  is  seeing  how  leader- 
ship skills  can  be  shown  in  ways  I  never 
would  have  dreamed  of.  In  the  middle  of 
the  2004-05  school  year,  our  FFA  advi- 
sor left.  We  completed  the  year  without 
an  advisor.  Many  of  us  thought  it  would 
be  the  end  of  events  for  that  year,  but  we 
decided  we  were  not  going  to  let  that 
happen.  We  competed  in  leadership 
skills  contests.  With  some  help  from 
our  former  advisor,  four  of  oru  members 
received  their  state  FFA  degrees.  Our 
officer  team,  with  the  help  of  parents, 
put  on  a  banquet.  The  experience  has 
made  our  chapter  members  stronger  and 
more  willing  to  excel  in  everything  we 
do.  It  showed  how  even  in  the  toughest 
times,  FFA  members  will  come  together 
and  prove  they  have  accomplished 
Premier  Leadership,  Personal  Growth 
and  Career  Success. 

Jacob  Krieg 
Edgewood,  Iowa 


Address  all  correspondence  to: 
FFA  New  Horizons 
P.O.  Box  68860 
Indianapolis,  IN  46268-0960 

e-mail:  newhorizons@ffa.org 
on  the  web:  ffa.org 
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Show  us  your  sign! 

Is  there  an  FFA  emblem  painted  on  your  neighbor's  bam?  Or  outside  your  school?  Or  maybe  there's  a  sign  that 
says  "FFA"  on  the  highway  just  outside  of  town.  Wherever  it  happens  to  be,  we  want  to  see  it.  Snap  a  photo,  write 
a  brief  description  and  history,  and  send  them  to  us  at  the  address  at  the  bottom  of  the  opposite  page. 

The  Platte  Valley  FFA  Chapter  sign  stands  outside 
the  agriculture  education  department  at  Platte  Valley 
High  School  in  Kersey,  Colorado.  The  chapter  contacted 
Harsh  Hydraulics  to  cut  the  stainless  steel  sign  with  a 
laser  cutter.  This  sign  generates  pride  throughout 
our  chapter  and  symbolizes  our  commitment  to  the 
organization. 

By  Emily  Meyette,  Platte  Valley  FFA 
Chapter  junior  reporter 


The  Abbott  FFA  Chapter  in  Abbott,  Texas, 
erected  this  sign  last  April.  The  town,  located  on 
interstate  35  between  Waco  and  Hillsboro,  has 
a  population  of  350.  Our  students  are  proud  of 
their  one-of-a-kind  sign  that  was  built  by  all  2005 
FFA  members. 
By  Larry  Little,  Abbott  FFA 
Chapter  advisor 
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At  TSC,  you'll  find  everything  from 
animal  feed  to  barn  door  hardware, 
from  equine  supplies  to  lawn  and 
garden.  Plus  all  the  other  products, 
tools  and  friendly  advice  you  need 
to  support  that  rural  lifestyle. 
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National  Officer  Q&A 


Meet  National  Western  Region  Vice  President  Stuart  Joy 


Describe  the  atmosphere  at  the  state 
FFA  conventions  you've  attended. 

When  it  comes  to  state  FFA  conven- 
tions, no  two  are  the  same.  They're 
all  unique,  but  there  is  one  thing 
they  have  in  common:  Every  one  of 
them  has  enthusiastic  FFA  members 
who  are  ready  to  seize  the  day  and 
celebrate  the  success  that  they  have 
achieved  in  career  development 
events  [CDEs],  proficiencies  and 
chapter  activities. 

How  did  your  supervised  agricul- 
tural experience  (SAE)  program 
help  you  to  better  understand  the 
concept  of  personal  finance? 

I  had  both  placement  and  entre- 
preneurial SAEs,  so  I  learned  a 
lot.  Through  working  for  my  dad, 
I  learned  that  good  things  come 
through  hard  work.  Taking  the  money 
I  earned  and  investing  it  in  my  sheep, 
swine  and  cotton  projects  taught  me 
the  importance  of  wise  decisions. 


A  native  of  Artesia,  N.M.,  20-year- 
old  Stuart  is  a  member  of  the 
Artesia  FFA  and  is  a  sophomore  at 
Lubbock  Christian  University. 


What  do  rural  and  urban  FFA 
members  seem  to  have  in  common? 

They  each  have  a  passion  for  agri- 


PET 
SHAMPOO 

At  TSC,  you'll  find  everything  from 
animal  feed  to  barn  door  hardware, 
from  equine  supplies  to  lawn  and 
garden.  Plus  all  the  other  products, 
tools  and  friendly  advice  you  need 
to  support  that  rural  lifestyle. 
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THE  STUFF  YOU 
NEED  OUT  HERE 

www.myTSCBlore.coffl 


culture  and  leadership.  Whether  it's 
landscape  design  or  animal  science, 
they  each  have  their  own  little 
niche  that  they  pursue. 

As  an  FFA  member  in  high 
school,  what  was  your  favorite 
FFA  leadership  conference? 

The  summer  after  my  sophomore  year 
I  attended  the  Washington  Leadership 
Conference  (WLC).  That  was  one  of 
the  most  amazing  experiences  ever. 
I  still  remember  the  friends  I  made 
from  Michigan,  Montana,  Idaho, 
Colorado  and  other  states.  Being  in 
our  nation's  capital  and  attending 
one  of  the  premier  youth  leadership 
programs  in  the  country  make  for  a 
powerful  combination. 

Did  FFA  help  prepare  you  for  your 
college  education? 

Through  my  SAE  program  and  FFA 
scholarships,  I  now  have  the  ability 
to  pay  for  my  own  college  education. 


My  professors  also  have  commented 
that  they  can  tell  when  a  student  was 
in  FFA  because  of  his  or  her  ability  to 
speak  clearly  in  front  of  groups. 

Any  updates  on  the  upcoming 
national  FFA  convention? 

At  this  point  we  have  nailed  down 
the  convention  theme:  "Blue  Jackets, 
Gold  Standards."  We  also  have  sched- 
uled a  couple  of  the  keynote  speakers, 
and  they'll  be  announced  soon.  Plan- 
ning the  convention  is  definitely  a  big 
undertaking,  and  we  are  fortunate  to 
have  dedicated  people  at  the  National 
FFA  Organization  and  the  city  of 
Indianapolis,  who  are  determined  to 
make  this  convention  the  best  that  it 
has  ever  been. 

What  will  you  be  doing  for  the  next 
couple  of  months? 

I  will  be  traveling  with  Central  Region 
Vice  President  Anita  Estes  to  Wyo- 
ming, Michigan  and  Alaska,  where 


FFA  timeline 


13  •joined  Artesia  FFA  Chapter 

•  lost  FFA  state  Greenhand  parliamentary 

procedure  CDE 

1 4  .  named  FFA  chapter  Star  Greenhand 

•  lost  state  FFA  Greenhand  public  speaking  CDE 
.elected  FFA  chapter  sentinel 

15  .won  state  FFA  agricultural  issues  CDE 

•  named  state  FFAStar  Greenhand 
.elected  FFA  chapter  treasurer 

•  lost  FFA  district  extemporaneous  speaking  CDE 

16  .elected  FFA  chapter  president 

•  received  FFA  state  degree 

•  elected  FFA  state  vice  president 

17  •  won  FFA  state  extemporaneous  speaking  CDE 

•  elected  FFA  state  president 

19  •  received  American  FFA  Degree 

•  national  FFA  fiber  and/or  crop  proficiency  finalist 

20  •  elected  FFA  national  western  region  vice  president 


we'll  be  presenting  the  National  Lead- 
ership Conference  for  State  Officers 
(NLCSO).  I  then  will  attend  the  Texas 
FFA  Convention.  I'll  then  meet  the 
rest  of  my  team  and  104  state  officers 
in  Washington,  D.C.,  for  the  State 
President's  Conference  (SPC).  • 
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from  animal  feed  to  barn  door 
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the  other  products,  tools  and 
friendly  advice  you  need  to 
support  that  rural  lifestyle. 
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FFA  Faces 


Members  making  a  difference 


Win  a  Chevrolet 
backpack! 

Chevrolet,  the  sponsor 
of  FFA  Faces,  will  award 
FFA  members  featured 
here  a  heavy-duty  back- 
pack. Nominate  yourself 
or  a  fellow  FFA  member 
by  sending  us  a  letter 
with  the  following  details 
about  the  nominee:  name, 
grade,  address,  phone 
number,  e-mail  address, 
FFA  and  academic 
achievements  and  extra- 
curricular activities.  To  be 
considered,  submissions 
MUST  include  a  color 
photo.  Send  to: 
FFA  Faces,  FFA  New 
Horizons,  P.O.  Box 
68960,  Indianapolis, 
IN  46268.  Or  e-mail  to: 
newhorizons@ffa.org. 


ROSCOE  CARPENTER 

An  FFA  member  since  eighth 
grade,  Roscoe  has  been 
an  officer  in  the  Bison  FFA 
Chapter  every  year.  He  has 
participated  in  the  chapter's 
Ag  Quiz  Bowl  team  and  has 
attended  FFA  conventions  and 
leadership  conferences.  He's 
been  involved  in  the  FFA  Food 
for  America  program  and  has 
volunteered  for  several  other 
local  organizations.  He  plans 
to  attend  Eastern  Mennonite 
College. 


AMANDA  SNYDER 

She  plans  to  attend  Penn 
State  University  to  major  in 
agriculture.  For  now,  however, 
Amanda  is  continuing  her 
leadership  role  as  president  of 
the  Eastern  York  FFA  Chapter. 
She  has  competed  at  the 
state  level  in  the  livestock 
evaluation  career  development 
event  (CDE);  she  played  a  key 
role  in  starting  her  chapter's 
apple  judging  team;  and  she 
has  attended  several  FFA 
leadership  conferences. 


SARAH  TOBUREN 

A  high  school  senior  and 
a  member  of  the  Sheridan 
FFA  Chapter,  Sarah  has 
been  involved  in  FFA  for  four 
years.  She  has  been  busy  in 
that  time,  working  on  her 
beef  production  supervised 
agricultural  experience  (SAE) 
program  and  serving  as  an 
FFA  chapter  officer.  Sarah  has 
enjoyed  competing  in  CDEs 
and  twice  has  traveled  to 
Louisville,  Ky.,  to  attend  the 
national  FFA  convention. 


KATLYN  HQSKINSGN 

This  Housatonic  Valley  FFA 
Chapter  member  has  twice 
won  medals  at  the  national 
FFA  convention:  Her  dairy 
evaluation  CDE  team  earned 
a  gold  medal,  and  her  dairy 
handling  CDE  team  earned  a 
silver  medal.  Katlyn  recently 
placed  fifth  at  the  Eastern 
States  Exposition  for  her 
Japan-inspired  floral  designs. 
This  budding  entrepreneur 
also  owns  15  head  of  Brown 
Swiss  cattle. 


Kentucky 


RANDY  ADAMS 

As  president  of  the  Nelson 
County  FFA  Chapter  and 
regional  president  of  the 
Lincoln  Trail  District,  Randy 
knows  a  few  things  about 
leadership.  He  also  has 
served  as  a  state  delegate  to 
the  national  FFA  convention 
and  has  attended  the  FFA 
Washington  Leadership 
Conference  (WLC).  Randy 
plans  to  attend  Murray  State 
University  and  major  in 
agricultural  education. 


SANDRA  RAINS 

As  Greenhand  vice  president 
of  the  Cliff  FFA  Chapter, 
Sandra  has  already  been 
involved  in  FFA  for  two  years. 
Even  though  she  was  born 
on  a  ranch,  Sandra  says  her 
new  experience  of  raising 
pigs  has  taught  her  a  lot 
about  responsibility  and  "got 
me  hyped  up  on  FFA."  For 
her  chapter's  fruit  and  meat 
sale  fundraiser,  this  freshman 
worked  hard  and  sold  more 
than  anyone  else. 


DAKOTA  BOCKENHAUER 

As  the  former  president  of  the 
Melrose-Mindoro  FFA  Chapter, 
Dakota's  FFA  honors  included 
Star  Greenhand,  Star  Chapter 
Farmer  and  outstanding 
sophomore,  junior  and  senior. 
He  also  was  a  four-year 
member  of  the  state  FFA  band. 
Dakota  owns  30  registered 
Oxford  ewes  and  currently 
attends  the  University  of 
Wisconsin-River  Falls,  where 
he  studies  animal  and  meat 


science. 


Chevy™  and  FFA®  redefining  the  American  landscape,  livegreengo 
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Kealakehe  FFA 

Growing  Native  Plants 

On  the  Big  Island  of  Hawaii's  northwestern  coast, 
the  terrain  is  evidence  that  everything  here  is  built 
on  volcanic  rock,  which  gradually  rises  from  the 
ocean  and  eventually  disappears  in  a  hazy  line  of 
clouds.  Kealakehe  High  School  is  just  a  short  drive  upland 
from  the  two-lane  highway  that  follows  the  dry  and  rocky 

pn3.stliii6. 

Here  FFA  Advisor  Manuel  Jadulang  focuses  his  cur- 
riculum'on  aspects  of  agricuUure  and  conservation  that 
are  directly  linked  to  the  area's  geography,  culture  and 
economy.  The  local  resort  hotel  industry  has  created  a 
demand  for  landscapers,  so  students  learn  about  native 
plants  through  individual  projects  they  grow  outside  near 
the  agriculture  classroom. 

Jadulang's  students  also  study  aquaculture  and  marine 
species  Just  down  the  hill  from  the  school,  Jadulang  sees 

lots  of  future  opportunity  for 
his  students  at  the  Natural 
Energy  Laboratory  of  Hawaii 
Authority  (NELHA).  It's  a 
state-owned  facility  that's 
dedicated  to  stimulating 
the  local  economy  through 
oceanic  research.  It  works 
closely  with  the  private 
sector  on  new  products 
and  concepts.  Jadulang  is 
particularly  excited  about 
Deep  SeaWater  Interna- 
tional, a  company  selling 
bottled  drinking  water  that's 
pumped  from  the  ocean  and 
desalinized. 

To  celebrate  Earth  Day, 
Jadulang  planned  to  take  his 
students  to  Hakalau  Forest 
National  Wildlife  Refuge. 
"It's  up  in  the  forests.  The  students  will  be  planting  koa 
trees,  and  we'll  be  looking  at  the  native  Hawaiian  birds 
that  we'll  never  see  here  in  town." 

The  koa  tree  is  of  particular  interest  to  FFA  member 
Sam  Baker,  who  plays  the  ukulele,  a  small,  four-stringed 
Hawaiian  guitar.  As  he  showed  us  a  koa  tree  seedling,  Sam 
explained:  "This  is  one  of  the  many  woods  used  to  make 
ukuleles,  but  this  is  the  most  popular." 

Without  a  ukulele  on  hand  to  demonstrate,  Sam  simply 
sang  a  few  lines  from  "Pua  Olena,"  a  traditional  song  he 
plays  at  family  get-togethers.  According  to  Sam,  the  koa 
tree  is  becoming  scarcer  and  tends  to  grow  at  the  island's 
higher  elevations.  Visit  the  Kealakehe  FFA  online  at 
waveriders.kl2.hi.us/ Academics/ Ag/index.html 
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Hanging  loose  with  FFA  members  in  Hawai 

Konawaena  FFA 

The  Blue  Farm 

Diiiiiipps-' 

1929,  the  school  became  th.  ft    .        f  ^  °"  November  18, 
FFA  charter  '^^  ^'''  ^"  "^^  ^^t^  to  receive  its 

Today,  the  program  is  built  around  a  petting  zoo.  Kawa- 

—      '    ™oto  says  his  students 

Jearn  the  basics  of  agricul- 
ture by  maintaining  the 
zoo.  But,  he  adds,  it  also 
teaches  them  responsibil- 
ity and  develops  their 
skills  in  public  speaking. 
For  their  ninth  annual 
Keiki  (childrenj  Fun  Farm 
Day,  which  was  held  in 
February,  the  theme  was 
"Everything  Turning 
Blue."  FFA  members 
painted  everything  at  the 
farm  blue,  except  for  the 
animals.  That  included 
the  barn,  the  fences, 
the  water  tanks  and 
even  the  blades  on  the 
windmill. 

For  the  big  event, 
the  chapter  members 
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.  ,  "'^  ^-uapter  members 

ment,  face  painting  a^umSa  ^^"1^''}"°''^  "des,  entertain- 
course,  the  petting^;oo^P'''^  '''*^''  ^"^"^  ^'^""^"^^  ^^d,  of 

is  p- is^ssste^^^^^^^     p-^-^  -° 

the  week,  before  and  Xr  school  ^trn"'^?"'^  '^""^g 
says,  "Just  to  see  the  little  k^ds  hi'  T'^  ''  *°  ^™'  ^^ 

John  Caudell  i   chan Lr  v^n  ^'''" .^/""'^^  °^  their  face." 
school  farm,  bu  also  af  lln    ,   P^'^'^f  *'  "^  works  at  the 
aid's,  hi  exp  aining  what  ifs  I  IcT'  '^'''''  "^^  M^°°- 
mainland  o^f  the  Uni7ed  States  hp'^^.^'"?  ™^^^^  ^°^  '^' 
feels  isolated  is  when  he  wlL^p'^v^  '^f  '^'^  "^^y  '^^  he 

town,  but  you  can  a  Isoto  T  ""^^  f^^t^^t^i^ing  yourself  in 
can  hike  ti^ougTthl  mluntr  W  hfv  "hmr  fr'  ^°" 
STivTrs^^.^^""^  ^-  '°  *«  bearhetlwtTtt^frSo 

-  iswTnt^aitfr'fl  t^^  "'^  '^^  ^°  ^^-  - 
live  on  a  volc^o^  "i It        u    T^^  °'^"^'  ""^^^'^  it  like  to 


By  Erich  GaUkel    Pholos  by  Enc  Rowley 
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Maine.  In 
of  the  maj 
FFA  chap 
Oahu.  We 
Hawaiian 


his  is  the  second  story  in  a  series  called  "FFA:  The  Four  Corners." 
Featuring  FFA  members  in  the  extreme  corners  of  the  United 
States,  the  idea  is  based  on  the  reporter's  line  from  the  FFA  open- 
ing ceremonies:  "As  the  flag  covers  the  United  States  of  America,  so 
I  strive  to  inform  the  people  in  order  that  every  man,  woman  and 
child  may  know  that  the  FFA  is  a  national  organization  that  reaches 
from  the  state  of  Alaska  to  Puerto  Rico  and  from  the  state  of  Maine  to 
Hawaii."  In  our  previous  issue,  we  told  you  about  FFA  members  in 
this  issue,  you'll  read  about  FFA  members  in  Hawaii.  In  the  next  two  issues 
;azine,  we  visit  Alaska  and  Puerto  Rico.  In  Hawaii,  we  spent  time  at  nine 
ters  on  the  Big  Island  of  Hawaii  and  three  FFA  chapters  on  the  island  of 
hope  you  enjoy  this  dispatch  from  the  Aloha  State.  By  the  way,  "Shaka"  is  a 
word  for  "hang  loose"  or  "take  it  easy." 


^mc<^ 


Ka'u  FFA 

\A/ay  Down  South 


J  .St  around  the  southern  tip  ^^  l^^^'t^^n^t.t.i 
-KSlg^S^g^^— "-^-""- 
assistant,  Mona  Chow,  ' 

work  to  develop  students' 
skills  and  interests  in  the  lo- 
cal macadamia  nut  industry, 
ground  crops,  small  animals 
and  hvdroponics. 

Robyn  Zumwalt,  a  Texas 
native.'and  other  FFA  mem- 
bers maintain  their  own 
hydroponics  projects.  Robyn 
grows  butterhead  lettuce 
and  Chinese  cabbage.  For 
Robyn,  the  relative  cleanli- 
ness involved  in  hydropon- 
ics leaves  something  to  be 
desired.  "I  like  getting  dirty 
and  planting  things,"  she 
admits. 

That's  why  Robyn's 
favorite  part  of  her  FFA 
involvement  has  been  her 
chapter's  project  at  the 

nearby  Pohakuloa  Training  Infantrv 

Area  [PTA],  which  is  maintained  by  the  25   inianuy 

Division  (Light)  &  U-S-  A™?y-  g.    j^i^a  Bird  Hunters 

BtudenU  arsl  went  to  "*■  »""°"  °       rt,eir  plant  propagalion 

srgVodtrTt:?v:reSero^?utth^^^ 

^'^^::rreporterlthenl,';Robyn^ai.,;sc,Iw^^^^ 
the  pictures  and  stuff.  I  actually  goUo  do  a  repor         ^^_^  ^^.^ 


Pahoa  FFA 

"Our  plants  are  special" 

Out  near  the  eastern  point  of  the  Big  Island,  Pahoa 

ss~~scrpSL;'x?-' 

Smith.  ^''S'*'^  '^^ssist  Timothy 

becauJel'f  Sf '  !!l'  ^'^"^  ^^-"  ^^^^  ^  name 
are  special."  she  ex- 
plained. "I  have  all 
my  FFA  members," 
she  said,  pointing 
at  the  taro  plants. 
"Crystal  is  down 
there,  Rochelle  is 
down  there.  Erin 
is  somewhere  over 
here.  ..." 

With  Megan's 
help.  Jasmine 
_  Kupihea  demon - 
I  strated  the  art  of 
Jei  making.  She 
first  removed 
I  the  spine  from  a  — — ^^ 

'long,  narrow  ti  leaf,  then  wove  strands  —^ 

tt  e^ir  sifst^VtJistdf  ?h  t^^r  r^^"  ^^'^ 

|l.en  joined  !o  form^t^S  j^j^^St i.  ^^^^ 
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Continued  from  page  11 

Kea'au  FFA 

Heading  to  Indy 

Receiving  its  FFA  charter  only  four  years  ago, 
Kea'au,  also  on  the  Big  Island  and  just  a  short 
drive  from  the  Pahoa  FFA,  is  the  youngest  FFA 
chapter  in  the  state.  Althea  Magno  is  the  chapter 
advisor,  and  she  says  her  students  are  active  with 
nursery,  garden  and 
hydroponics  work. 
Jay  Chow,  a  senior, 
has  developed  a 
special  interest 
in  tissue  cultures, 
which  he  pursues  in 
the  school's  state-of- 
the-art  lab. 

"I'm  trying  to 
do  koa  [tree]  using 
tissue  cultures,"  Jay 
explained.  He  said 
he's  been  doing  a 
lot  of  experiment- 
ing, but  has  yet  to 
achieve  the  results 
he  wants.  He'll  keep 
plugging  away,  he 
says,  until  he  gets  it 
right. 

For  the  last  two 
years.  Jay  has  won 
the  state  FFA  extem- 
poraneous public  speaking  competition.  This  year,  he 
will  fly  to  Indianapolis  to  compete  at  the  79""  National 
FFA  Convention.  He's  been  to  the  mainland  before, 
visiting  family  in  California  and  Canada,  so  he's  not 
worried  about  the  long  trip.  He  is  a  little  nervous  about 
competing  at  the  national  level. 

FFA  member  Meagan  Mattos  grew  up  in  a  ranching 
family.  She's  worked  with  horses  and  cattle,  but  she 
opened  her  eyes  to  the  plant  world  when  she  joined 
FFA.  She  recently  competed  in  the  state  career  devel- 
opment event  (CDE)  competition.  "I  did  the  vegetable 
judging.  I  didn't  know  how  to  do  that  [before],  and  I  got 
first  place.  I'm  proud  of  myself."  Outside  of  FFA,  Noel 
Bayudan  likes  to  create  iilms  and  computer  art.  So  it's 
fitting  that  his  favorite  FFA  experience  has  been  work- 
ing with  ornamental  plants  and  creating  corsages. 


DID  YOU  KNOW? 


•  Agriculture  generates  $2.9  billion  for  Hawaii's 
annual  economy.  Visit  hawaiiag.org  for  more  facts. 

•  31  percent  of  Hawaii  is  farmland. 

•  The  average  farm  size  in  Hawaii  is  241  acres. 

•  Hawaii's  top  five  ag  commodities  are  pineapples, 
greenhouse,  sugar  cane,  macadamia  nuts  and  coffee. 

ffa/new  horizons 
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Honoka'a  FFA 

Working  in  the  Lab 
and  Comnnunity 

On  the  northern  edge  of  the  Big 
Island,  in  ranch  country,  the 
Honoka'a  FFA  Chapter,  like 
its  counterpart  in  Kea'au,  has 
a  tissue  culture  program.  Inside  a 
nicely  equipped  lab,  which  overlooks 
the  ocean,  the  FFA  members  remove 
their  shoes  and  don  white  lab  coats. 
Jacob  Alfonso,  Ian  Vallente,  Kaeana 
Lukzen  and  Keola  Macias  showed 
us  their  work  with  anthurium.  The 
exotic  flower  that  is  widely  grown 
here  is  a  multimillion-dollar  industry 
on  the  island. 

These  FFA  members  enjoy  the 
hands-on  work  in  the  lab,  where  they 
use  a  variety  of  equipment.  They  also 
spend  time  outdoors,  where  they 
raise  tilapia  and  catfish  in  a  series  of 
aquaculture  tanks.  "It's  good  because 
it's  an  extra  science  credit,"  Jacob 
said. 

The  students  also  work  in  hy- 
droponics and  ag  mechanics.  They 
get  to  use  their  mechanical  skills  in 
a  community  development  project 
for  the  American  Cancer  Society's 
annual  Relay  for  L'fe  event.  The  FFA 
members  are  charged  with  creating 
metal  sculptures  that  reflect  each 
year's  theme. 

This  year,  the  theme  was  "On 
the  Wings  of  Love,"  so  they  created 
a  huge  butterfly  by  cutting,  bend- 
ing and  welding  conduit  pipe.  They 
lined  it  with  Christmas  tree  lights, 
then  unveiled  it  during  an  evening 
part  of  the  event  that  honored  people 
who  have  been  lost  to  cancer. 


•  No  other  state  in  the  nation  produces  coffee,  pineapples 
or  macadamia  nuts. 

•  Hawaii  has  21  FFA  chapters.  Visit  hawaiiffa.org  for  more 
information  about  the  association. 

•  Agriculture  is  the  state's  fourth  largest  industry,  and  it 
directly  and  indirectly  provides  42,000  jobs  in  the  state.        ^ 
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Campbell  FFA 

Grow  It,  Eat  It 

On  the  island  of  Oahu,  where  most 
Hawaiians  live,  Campbell  High 
School's  agriculture  department  is 
led  by  FFA  Advisor  Derek  Chow. 
The  school  is  just  west  of  Pearl 
Harbor,  in  the  Honolulu  metro  area. 
Here,  students  get  hands-on  work  in 
crop  production,  nursery  manage- 
ment, landscaping,  golf  course  man- 
agement and  more.  At  the  school 
farm,  students  grow  pineapples, 
taro,  corn,  eggplant,  soybeans,  green 
beans,  mangoes,  banana  and  hydro- 
ponic  lettuce  and  tomatoes. 

For  Chow's  students,  the  produc- 
tion of  vegetables  and  fruit  doesn't 
stop  at  harvest  time.  The  students 
are  proud  to  take  home  much  of 
what  they  grow.  That  fosters  an  ap- 
preciation of  the  food  supply  in  the 
students  and  their  families.  Some  of 
the  crop  remains  at  school,  where 
students  prepare  meals  in  the  agri- 
culture classroom's  kitchen.  Among 
their  favorite  recipes  are  oxtail  soup, 
stuffed  eggplant  and  Kalua  pig  and 
cabbage. 

For  landscaping  experience,  the 
students  maintain  the  grounds  at  a 
nearby  McDonald's  and  Chevron. 
The  students  also  design  the  annual 
corn  maze  at  the  nearby  Aloun 
Farms  (alounfarms.com],  a  3,000- 
acre  farm  and  agri-tourism  site.  The 
students  compete  for  the  winning 
design.  This  year,  two  members  won 
the  contest,  and  each  took  home 
$200.  Aloun  Farms  combined  their 
designs,  which  were  based  on  the 
sea  turtle  and  an  "Aloha"  theme. 

In  describing  what  she  liked  best 
about  her  involvement  in  agricul- 
ture, student  Jessica  Salazar  said: 
"It's  all  the  hands-on  work.  I  like  to 
be  outside."  She  also  added  that  it's 
the  weather  and  people  that  make 
Hawaii  great.  "I  love  it  here,"  she 
said. 
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Leilehua 
James  Dole  FFA 

Recycle,  Reuse 

Five  of  Hawaii's  six  state  officers 
are  from  Leilehua  James  Dole 
FFA  Chapter,  located  in  the  north- 
central  part  of  Oahu.  Ruth  Gerola, 
the  state  vice  president  and  chap- 
ter secretary,  said  it's  been  a  great 
experience  because  they  all  have 
developed  leadership  skills  and  met 
a  lot  of  people  in  their 
travels  to  neighboring  islands  and  to 
the  mainland,  where  they  attended 
the  national  FFA  convention. 

The  state  officers  also  attended 
the  National  Leadership  Conference 
for  State  Officers  (NLCSO)  in  West 
Virginia.  "It  was  the  very  first  time 
the  state  officers  from  Hawaii  got 
to  go,"  Ruth  said,  "so  it  was  pretty 
exciting." 

Leilehua  FFA  Advisor  Russell 
Wong  instills  a  sense  of  self- 
sufficiency  in  his  students.  Ruth, 
along  with  Jenna  Teijeiro,  Tiffany 
Ruiz  (both  also  state  officers)  and 
Jeremy  Lozano,  explained  that  the 
FFA  chapter  runs  the  school's  recy- 
cling program.  They  also  do  a  lot  of 
composting  on  their  five-acre  farm. 

That  attitude  carries  over  in  the 
agriculture  shop,  where  there  are 
tools  for  everything.  Wong  has  a 
saying,  and  his  students  all  know  it. 
They  laugh  when  he  says  it  because 
he  says  it  quickly  and  rhythmically: 
"You  need  'em,  you  make  'em,  you 
break  'em,  you  fix  'em." 

Jeremy  said  he  likes  FFA  for  the 
same  reasons  many  FFA  members 
in  Hawaii  do:  "You  get  to  learn  dif- 
ferent things  and  you're  very  hands- 
on  with  the  things  that  we  do.  You 
get  to  touch  the  dirt.  You're  not  in 
the  classroom  the  whole  time." 


Kahuku  FFA 

"It's  My  Heritage" 

The  Kahuku  FFA  Chapter, 
located  on  Oahu's  east  coast,  has 
a  T-shirt  that  says  "agricultiure"  and 
"aquaculture"  and  has  illustrations 
of  an  ear  of  corn  and  fish.  Geograph- 
ically, this  FFA  chapter  is  situated 
in  what  is  known  as  an  ahupua'a, 
which  means  the  land  between  the 
mountain  and  the  ocean. 

The  ahupua'a  is  just  a  part  of  a 
complex  system  of  land  designa- 
tions created  in  Hawaii  hundreds 
of  years  ago.  Water  plays  a  big  role 
in  determining  the  vegetation  and 
wildlife  that  exist  in  the  ahupua'a. 
The  water  arrives  in  clouds;  the 
clouds  rain  on  the  mountain;  the 
water  then  comes  back  dovwi  the 
mountain  and  heads  for  the  ocean. 


In  teaching  this  important  con- 
cept to  his  students,  FFA  Advisor 
Matthew  Kanemoto  has  created  a 
small-scale  version  of  this  system 
behind  the  school.  Here,  waste 
water  from  a  large,  elevated  aqua- 
culture  facility  (with  tilapia  and 
pink  koi)  drains  into  a  large  garden, 
with  taro  patches  and  many  other 
native  plants.  They  filter  and  drink 
the  water. 

Lehua  Holt  Colleado  enjoys 
working  and  learning  in  this  envi- 
ronment. "It's  like  a  hobby  for  me," 
she  said.  "I  just  like  being  around 
and  being  able  to  grow  native  Ha- 
waiian plants.  It's  my  heritage,  so  I 
just  like  to  help  rebuild  it.  It's  fun." 

Her  friend  Lea  Bucknell  offered 
a  similar  insight:  "You  get  to  deal 
with  all  of  the  Hawaiian  culture. 
You  get  to  learn  about  it.  You  get  to 
experience  it." 
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)ne  Indiana  School  learns  about 
igriculture  on  a  global  level.     Page  F 


Read  about  what  one  ag  teacher 
takes  the  most  pride  in.     Page  E 
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WLC  Bus  Registration  due 

State  Horse  and  Pony  CDE,  Purdue  University 

State  H.O.  Sargent  Award  Applications  Due 

State  Agri-Entrepreneur  Applications  Due 

State  Project:  IMPACT  Applications  Due 

State  Agricultural  Mechanics  CDE,  State  Forestry  CDE,  State  Floricultre 

CDE,  State  Nursery/Landscape  CDE 

State  Leadership  CDE  Applications  and  Speeches  Due 

State  Convention  Delegates  Due 

State  Chorus  Applications  Due 

State  Agriscience  Applications  Due 

State  Daily  CDE,  State  Livestock  CDE,  State  Poultry  CDE 

State  FFA  CDEs 

77th  State  FFA  Convention,  Purdue  University 

National  Band,  Chorus  and  Talent  Applications  Due 


19 

20-22 

23 

26- July  1     WLC  Bus  Trip 


STATIONED  BY  THE  DOOR 

Nathan  Lehman,  2005-2006  State  Sentinel 

Fun  Facts  about  Nathan 


Full  name  -  Nathan  David  Lehman 

Birthday  -  November  12,  1986 

Parents  -  Sondra  and  Jeff  Lehman 

Brothers  -  Adam,  2 1 ;  Patrick,  1 6 

FFA  Chapter  -  Adams  Central 

Favorite  color  -  Dark  Metallic  Candy  Apple  Red 

Favorite  movie  -  Race  to  the  Harvest 

Favorite  food  -  Dirt  pudding 

Favorite  song  -  "Tor  You  I  Will"  -Teddy  Geiger 

Favorite  TV  show  -  CSI:  Miami 

Favorite  drink  -  Pepsi 

Favorite  CDE's  -  Welding,  Small  Engines,  and  Agricultural  Mechanics 

Demonstration 

Favorite  FFA  activity  -  Adams  Central  FFA  Cooperative  Test  Plot 

and  Experimental  FaiTn 

A  Proud  Accomplishment:  Being  named  State  Star  in  Agricultural  Placement.  This 

led  to  being  a  National  FFA  Finalist  in  Agricultural  Service  Placement! 

Nathan  s  future  plans  include  returning  to  his  family's  fee  and  grain  elevator.  He 
plans  to  commute  to  the  University  of  Northwestern  Ohio  at  Lima  for  Agribusiness 
Management  and  Marketing  Technology.  He  would  like  to  major  in  Agricultural 
Diesel  Mechanics  and  someday  start  a  small  custom  welding  operation. 

SOME  THOUGHTS  ABOUT  Nathan... 

"Nathan  is  a  hardworking,  talented  individual  who 

sets  his  goals  and  then  works  to  achieve  them.  He  is  a  natural 

born  leader  who  is  willing  to  help 
all  those  he  meets.  Nathan  is  a 
joy  to  be  around  and  we  are  very 
proud  of  him." 
~Sondra  Lehman,  Nathan's  Mom 


Ml  u.  ^^ 

"FFA  CDE's  are  outdoor  related  and  being 
involved  in  them  has  helped  me  decided  what  career 
path  I  will  take."  Lauren  Lee,  a  senior  of  the  Benton 
Central  FFA  chapter,  said  that  the  poultiy  CDE  has 
helped  her  more  than  she  thought  it  would. 

Poultry  is  more  than  what  you  eat  for  breakfast, 
lunch,  or  even  dinner.  There  is  much  to  take  in  to 
consideration  before  consuming  that  delectable 
meat.  In  the  poultry  evaluation  career  development 
event  students  are  able  to  do  just  that.  FFA  students 
from  around  the  state  meet  at  Purdue  University 
every  May  to  show  off  there  knowledge  of  poultry. 
As,  these  students  form  teams  of  three  to  four  mem- 
bers they  prepare  to  put  a  full  day  of  work  in.  The 
students  must  judge  in  three  different  categories. 
The  first  category  is  past  production.  In  this  area 
students  evaluate  classes  of  past  production  hens. 
The  next  category  is  market  poultry.  Classes  are  put 
together  of  dressed  broilers,  ducks,  and  turkeys  for 
the  students  to  evaluate.  In  addition  to  the  evalua- 
tion, students  are  asked  to  identify  parts  of  poultry. 
The  third  category  is  market  eggs.  Students  are  put 


to  the  test  and  asked  to  evaluate  exterior  egg  grad- 
ing, egg  candling,  and  broken  eggs. 

Does  the  poultry  industry  have  a  future?  As 
poultry  is  becoming  popular  to  eat,  the  poultry 
industiy  is  taking  flight  to  new  heights!  Those  Indi- 
ana businesses  that  have  a  part  in  the  poultiy  indus- 
try are  Mid-West  poultry.  Maple  Leaf  Fanns,  Rose 
Acres,  and  many  more. 

Students  participating  in  the  poultry  evaluation 
career  development  event  are  not  only  helping  the 
poultry  industry  but  they  are  also  involved  in  stimu- 
lating learning  activities  relative  to  production  and 
management,  processing,  marketing  and  consump- 
tion of  poultry  products. 

Lauren  Lee  said,  "The  poultry  judging  CDE  has 
helped  me  when  I  go  to  the  grocery  to  buy  either 
eggs  or  meat.  1  know  what  I  need  to  look  for  to  get 
a  good  grade  of  egg  or  cut  of  meat." 

Come  out  and  support  the  poultry  industry  and 
the  FFA  by  attending  or  participating  in  the  poultry 
evaluation  career  development  event  on  May  20! 


A  Teacher's  Pride 


by  Bruce  Cooley,  State  President 


^^ 


Scattered  across  the  great  state  of  Indiana,  there 
are  hundreds  of  Agricuhure  Educators  that  are  influ- 
encing students'  lives.  One  such  inspiring  educator 
is  Mr.  Don  Sturgeon  of  Hagerstown  FFA. 

Mr.  Sturgeon  has  seen  much  success  throughout 
his  Hfe  as  an  Agricuhure  Educator  and  FFA  Advi- 
sor. A  graduate  of  Purdue  University  with  a  Masters 
degree  in  Science,  Mr.  Sturgeon  has  only  taught  at 
two  different  schools  over  his  32-year  tenor:  Hager- 
stown and  Tri-Central. 

During  his  term  at  these  schools,  he  has  proven 
to  cause  a  profound  impact  on  not  only  the  students' 
lives,  but  also  the  community,  as  Wayne  County  Soil 
and  Water  Conservation  Districts  and  Outstanding 
Service  to  Agriculture  named  him  Conservation 
Educator  of  the 
year  in  2003.  But 
perhaps  the  award 
he  is  most  proud  of 
is  the  award  that  his 
students  bestowed 
upon  him  not  once, 
but  twice  the  I  STAR 
(Indiana  Student 
Teacher  Award 
Recognition). 

Looking  into 
the  future  Mr.  Stur- 
geon doesn't  seem 
to  be  slowing  down 
any      time      soon. 


especially  with  the  help  of  his  coun- 
terpart at  Hagerstown  High  School, 
Mr.  Roger  Lumpkin.  Currently,  the 
Hagerstown  FFA  chapter  has  about 
70  members  and  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful this  year. 

"This  year,  we  are  going  to  have 
1 1  Hoosier  Degree  recipients. .  .that 
is  the  most  we  have  ever  had  in  one 
year!"  says  Mr.  Sturgeon.  "I  am 
very  proud  of  my  students." 

Mr.  Sturgeon  is  also  very  proud 
of  the  fact  that  he  currently  has 
many  students  at  Purdue  University 
in  fields  ranging  from  Veterinary 
Science  to  Engineering.  "The  big 
thing  for  me  is  to  see  students  suc- 
ceed." 

This  servant  heart  towards  the 
multitude  of  students  that  Mr.  Stur- 
geon has  impacted  is  more  than 
enough  to  deem  Mr.  Don  Sturgeon 
as  one  of  the  2006  Big  Owls. 
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by  Shawn  Gearhart,  State  Secretary 

The  National  FFA  Organization  has  had  a 
history  of  giving  members  opportunities. 
Those  opportunities  include  awards,  money,  or  let- 
ting someone  go  out  of  state  for  the  first  time.  Well 
now,  some  students  in  Indiana  are  being  presented 
with  the  chance  to  go  to  another  country. 

Two  Indiana  FFA  Chapters  have  been  given  the 
opportunity  to  travel  overseas  after  they  both  quali- 
fied for  national  competition.  North  Miami  FFA 
and  Whitko  FFA  will  both  represent  Indiana  in  their 
respected  CDE  events.  North  Miami  FFA  is  proud  of 
their  accomplishments  in  the  Dairy  Evaluation  CDE. 
The  team  qualified  for  the  trip  to  Scotland  after  they 
placed  third  at  National  Contest.  On  June  2 1 ,  the  team  of 
Jesse  Manns,  Becca  Cooley,  Julia  Stoltzfus,  Billy  Dill- 
man,  and  coach  Mr.  Jones  will  be  flying  to  Scotland 

to  com- 
pete in 
the  Royal 
Highland 
Livestock 
Show. 
While 
there, 
they  will 
compete 
against  six  other  teams  for  a  chance  to  be  named 
world  champions.  After  the  evaluation  event,  they 
will  travel  to  other  countries  including  England, 
France,  Luxemburg,  Belgium,  and  Germany. 

It  all  came  after  hard  work.  The  team  worked 
for  over  a  month  preparing  for  National  Dairy  Eval- 
uation and  is  thrilled  at  the  results.  The  National 
Evaluation  involved  place  animals  and  reasons,  do  a 
group  management  test,  an  individual  test,  one-year 
classifications,  and  sire  selections.  Through  this  all 
came  a  proud  third  place  team  from  North  Miami. 

"We  were  pretty  excited  about  getting  to  go 
because  we  thought  only  the  first  place  team  went 
so  when  we  opened  the  envelope  and  saw  the  invi- 


tation, we  were  pretty  excited,"  says  team  member 
Jesse  Manns. 

After  competing,  the  team  is  setting  off  to  see  the 
rest  of  Europe.  While  on  the  15  day  trip,  team  mem- 
bers will  see  not  only  European  culture,  but  Euro- 
pean agriculture  as  well.  It  will  be  an  experience  not 
soon  to  be  forgotten,  all  because  of  involvement  in 
the  National  FFA.  Currently  the  team  is  preparing  by 
trying  to  raise  money  to  cover  the  cost  of  the  trip.  An 
auction  was  held  in  March  where  the  entire  team  was 
sold  for  work  labor,  all  to  cover  the  cost  of  the  trip. 

"We  have  been  promoting  this  by  giving  speeches 
all  over  the  community  in  order  to  raise  money,"  says 
Manns. 

Along  with  getting  ready  for  a  trip  to  Scotland, 
the  chapter  has  been  successftil  in  other  events  as 
well.  They  have  been  named  state  champions  in  the 
Soil  Evaluation,  Poultry  Evaluation,  and  Dairy  Goat 
Evaluation  CDE.  Also  this  year  the  chapter  is  proud 
to  have  their  very  first  Section  Star  Farmer.  Kyle 
Musselman  will  compete  for  State  Star  Farmer  this 
summer  at  State  Convention. 

So,  with  the  state  winning  CDE's,  a  trip  to  Scot- 
land, and  a  first  time  Section  Star  winner,  it's  obvi- 
ous to  see  that  North  Miami  is  working  hard  and 
being  successful  along  the  way.  Congratulations 
North  Miami  FFA  chapter  for  being  a  successful  star 
chapter. 
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by  Jessica  Quear,  State  Northern  Region  Vice  President 


The  Indiana  Nursery  and  Landscape 
Association  is  a  not-for-profit  trade  organi- 
^zation  serving  the  Indiana  Green  Industry. 
They  strive  to  increase  the  ethics,  principles 
and  proficiency  of  the  Green  Industry.  This 
is  done  through  seminars,  trade  shows  and 
functions,  and  certification  programs.  The 
INLA  promote  the  industry  through  the  dis- 
approval of  all  practices  that  tend  to  dis- 
credit or  injure  industry  relations.  The  INLA 
encourages  fair  trade  practices,  customer 
service,  and  overall  excellence  within  the 
Green  Industry. 

Their  membership  is  open  to  all  people 
engaged  in  a  working  relationship  with  the 
Green  Industry.  They  encourage  member- 
ship not  only  because  of  its  many  benefits, 
but  also  because  it  raises  the  standard  of 
excellence  within  each  business,  promoting 
higher  quality  staff,  products,  and  services. 
The  INLA  also  provides  various  scholar- 
ships and  awards  based  on  merit  in  various 
horticultural  endeavors,  academic  achieve- 
ment, or  outstanding  practices  within  the 
Green  Industry. 

One  form  of  scholarships  that  the  INLA 
gives  out  is  through  the  Indiana  Nursery 


Endowment  Fund.  This  offers  a  $2000 
scholarship  that  is  awarded  to  a  full  time 
student  enrolling  at  Purdue  University  or 
Vincennes  University  in  landscape  horti- 
culture. The  Frit  Loonsten  Scholarship  is 
also  available.  This  is  a  $6,000  scholarship 
awarded  to  individuals  going  to  Purdue 
University,  Vincennes  University,  or  Ball 
State  University. 

The  Landscape  Industry  is  over  a  1 .5  bil- 
lion-dollar industry  in  Indiana  and  employs 
thousands  of  people.  Careers  are  ready 
available  within  the  Green  Industry.  Green 
Industry  careers  can  range  from  landscape 
architects  and  designers;  landscape  con- 
tracting, management,  construction  and 
maintenance;  interiorscape  and  mainte- 
nance; nursery/greenhouse  propagation 
and  production;  or  even  retail  operations 
and  management. 

There  is  a  demand  for  individuals  in  the 
nursery  and  landscape  industry  and  INLA 
recognizes  that.  Visit  the  INLA  for  more 
information  at  www.inla1.org.  You  will  not 
regret  it!! 
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First  Person 


The  FFA  experience,  as  told  by  FFA  members  in  their  own  words 


My  o\A/n  man 


An  FFA  member  creates 
his  own  success 

By  Monte  Buck,  a  member  of 
Missouri's  Mexico  FFA  Chapter 

Iy  grandpa,  uncles  and  mom  were 
in  FFA.  I  was  destined  to  wear 
the  blue  jacket.  But,  as  Abraham 
Lincoln  once  said:  "You  have  to  do 
your  own  growing  no  matter  how  tall 
your  grandfather  was."  What  he  was 
saying  is  you  have  to  be  your  own  man. 
I  joined  FFA  because  I  wanted  to  make 
a  difference. 

I  can  still  remember  the  first  day  of 
school  my  freshman  year.  The  anticipa- 
tion was  making  that  day  a  frighten- 
ing experience.  That  changed  when  I 
walked  into  a  bright-yellow-and-blue 
room.  Those  colors,  I  later  learned, 
were  National  Blue  and  Corn  Gold,  the 
official  FFA  colors.  My  FFA  advisor 
started  class  that  day  by  telling  us  about 
the  opportunities 
in  FFA — meetings, 
fun  activities  and 
more.  It  all  really 
excited  me.  Unfor- 
tunately, we  had 
a  low  turnout  at 
our  meetings  and 
activities  that 
first  year. 

K.  lUU^KaK^' it.  The    summer 

between  my  freshman  and  sophomore 
years,  I  decided  I  was  going  to  make 
a  difference  in  FFA.  I  made  a  goal  to 
attend  every  activity.  I  encouraged  my 
friends  to  do  the  same.  I  started  a  su- 
pervised agricultural  experience  (SAE) 
program  using  my  knowledge  of  cars. 
I  joined  the  horse  evaluation  career 
development  event  (CDF]  team.  I  even 
competed  at  the  state  level  in  the  extem- 
poraneous public  speaking  CDE.  I  didn't 
win,  but  my  hard  work  paid  off. 

At  our  FFA  awards  banquet,  I  re- 
ceived honors  for  my  speaking  achieve- 
ments, my  SAE  and  leadership.  I  was 
even  named  the  chapter  star  in  agri- 
science  for  my  speech  about  biotech- 
nology. I  also  ran  for  office  and  learned 
that  I  would  be  serving  the  next  year  as 
chapter  vice  president. 

I  could  tell  we  would  have  a  great 

ffa/new  horizons 


officer  team.  We  decided  at  our  first 
meeting  that  we  were  going  to  work 
together  to  increase  student  involve- 
ment in  FFA.  I  am  proud  to  report  that 


the  involvement  in  our  meetings  and 
activities  has  been  overwhelming. 

I  think  I  would  have  made  my 
grandfather  proud.  • 


Sometimes,  you  don't  want  to  blend  in  witti  the  crowd. 

W^en  you  ride  an  American  Paint  Horse,  you  get  a  horse  as  unique 

and  versatile  as  you  arc.  And  when  you  join  the  American 

Junior  Paint  Horse  Association,  you'll  make  friends  with 

young  people  who  have  interests  just  like  yours.  AjPHA  has 

members  who  show,  ride  for  pleasure,  and  even  those 

who  don't  own  a  horse  but  want  lo  share  in  the  fun 


For  more  information  about  becoming 
a  member  of  AjPHA,  contact: 


IS 


,„  ERICAN 


PO.  Box  961023  .  Fori  Worth,  Texas  76161 
(817)  834-2742,  exlension  306 
w\^'^\  aplia  com 
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WHAT'S    HOT 

Here's  how  FFA  members  from  across  the  U.S.  voted 
in  our  most  recent  poll. 
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TOP  5  SAE  PROGRAMS 

livestock  production 

swine  production 

landscape 

outdoor  recreation 

dairy  production 

TOP  5  AG  CAREERS 

veterinarian 

farmer/rancher 

welder 

agriculture  teacher 

agricultural  mechanic 

TOP  5  CDES 

horse  evaluation 

public  speaking 

agricultural  mechanics 

livestock  evaluation 

meats  evaluation 

TOP  5  FFA  CHAPTER  EVENTS 

donkey  basketball 

rodeo 

bowling 

chapter  meetings 

national  ffa  convention 

TOP  5  TV  SHOWS 
the  family  guy 
the  Simpsons 

csi 

laguna  beach 

the  DC 

TOP  5  MOVIES 

the  notebook 

fast  and  furious  movies 

the  longest  yard 

remember  the  titans 

friday  night  lights 


TOP  5  FOODS 

pizza 

mexican 

steak 
Chinese 
chicken 

TOP  5  STORES 
wal-mart 

target 

hot  topic 

aeropostale 

american  eagle 

TOP  5  COUNTRY 

MUSIC  ACTS 

kenny  chesney 

tim  mcgraw 

toby  keith 

george  strait 

rascal  flatts 

TOP  5  ROCK 

MUSIC  ACTS 

green  day 

ac/dc 

three  doors  down 

linkin  park 

nelly 

TOP  5  BOOKS 
harry  potter  books 

the  bible 

friday  night  lights 

the  notebook 

the  sisterhood  of  the 

traveling  pants 


AU  surveys  sent  to  FFA  New  Horizons  are  used  in  tabulating 

the  above  results.  Here  are  the  chapters,  in  alphabetical  order, 

that  sent  in  the  most  surveys: 

Duchesne  FFA  Utah 

Fifth  Ward  Junior  High  FFA  Louisiana 

Lake  Travis  FFA  Texas 

Meyersdale  Area  FFA  Pennsylvania 

Napa  FFA  California 

Sanilac  FFA  Michigan 

Seminole  Vocational  Education  Center  FFA  Florida 

Wellston  FFA  Oklahoma 

ffa/new  horizons 


chapter  meetings 


A  few  things  you  can  do  to  make  them  more  productive 


By  Chris  Hayhurst 

Candace  Moore,  Pennsylvania's 
2005  state  FFA  president, 
knows  a  thing  or  two  about 
boredom.  She  saw  it  up-close 
last  year  in  chapter  meetings 
of  the  Philadelphia  FFA,  where  she 
served  as  reporter  during  her  se- 
nior year  at  W.B.  Saul  High  School. 
"There  were  always  members  who 
were  bored  and  just  wanted  to  move 
on,"  Candace  recalls. 

She  and  her  fellow  officers, 
however,  had  a  plan  for  those 
people.  And  they  stuck  to  it  like 
glue.  "When  we  noticed  people 
weren't  paying  attention,  we'd 
call  on  them,"  she  says.  "We'd  ask 
them  what  they  thought,  get  them 
involved.  When  you're  involveil. 
you're  not  bored." 

That  sounds  simple  enough, 
but  when  you're  running  a  chapter 
meeting,  an  FFA  member's  state  of 
mind  is  just  one  concern.  Chapter 
meetings  are  important  affairs.  They 
bring  members  together,  create  a  fo- 
rum for  chapter-related  planning  and 
decision-making.  Run  well,  they  can 
be  used  to  solve  problems,  come  up 
with  new  ideas  and  map  your  chap- 
ter's future.  But  running  a  meeting 
well  is  not  easy,  especially  if  you're 
new  to  your  role  as  officer. 

Meetings  made  easy 

■  Refer  to  the  Official  FFA 
Manual  and  the  FFA  Student 
Handbook  for  detailed  informa- 
tion on  FFA  chapter  meetings, 
including  roles  of  chapter  of- 
ficers, procedures,  arranging  the 
meeting  room  and  much  more. 
Don't  have  these  publications? 
Visit  ffa.org  for  ordering  infor- 
mation. 


Keeping  tilings  lively  and  interesting  can 
help  l<eep  members  attentive  during  FFA 
chapter  meetings. 

DEFINE  ROLES 

First,  know  what  your  position  as  of- 
ficer entails.  If  you're  the  president, 
you're  expected  to  preside  over  all 
meetings — to  essentially  run  the 
show.  The  vice  president  can  help. 
Secretaries  post  agendas  for  meetings 
before  they're  held.  They  also  keep 
an  accurate  record  of  what  happens 
during  a  meeting  and  present  minutes 
of  past  meetings.  Chapter  treasurers, 
reporters,  sentinels  and  parliamentar- 
ians also  have  key  roles.  Learn  your 
job,  then  do  it  right. 

STAY  ORGANIZED 

One  of  the  keys  to  running  a  great 
meeting  is  organization,  and  the  best 
way  to  achieve  it  is  to  stick  to  a  formal 
agenda.  Officers  should  get  together 
before  the  meeting  and  make  a  list 
of  the  things  they'd  like  the  agenda 
to  include.  The  agenda  then  should 


be  typed  up,  copied  and  given  to 
members  before  the  meeting.  Agen- 
das ensure  that  meetings  stay  on 
course — when  the  discussion  ap- 
pears to  have  gone  adrift,  just  point 
to  the  agenda  to  bring  everyone  back. 
Be  sure  to  include  time  for  topics  not 
included  on  the  agenda. 

KNOW  YOUR  PARLI-PRO 

Another  critical  component  of 
well-run  meetings  is  a  thorough  un- 
derstanding of  parliamentary  proce- 
dure, which  ensures  that  business  is 
conducted  in  a  fair,  focused  and  in- 
clusive manner.  "I've  tried  meetings 
without  it,  and  it  just  doesn't  work," 
Candace  says.  "It  gives  everyone  a 
chance  to  speak.  Everyone  can  put 
their  opinions  out  there,  giving  you 
1  more  ideas  to  work  with.  And  you 
can  then  mold  all  those  individual 
ideas  into  one  big.  great  idea." 

PLAN  AHEAD 

To  ensure  a  good  turnout,  plan  a  meet- 
ing well  in  advance,  and  let  members 
know  where,  when  and  why  it's  being 
held.  E-mails,  chapter  newsletters  and 
pre-class  announcements  are  all  ef- 
fective ways  to  spread  the  word.  The 
meeting  space  itself  may  also  require 
planning.  Be  sure  you  have  adequate 
seating  and  ventilation,  as  well  as  en- 
ergy-boosting snacks  and  drinks.  If  it's 
hot.  bring  a  fan.  Also  make  plans  for 
securing  any  equipment  you'll  need 
to  make  a  good  presentation. 

KEEP  THINGS  INTERESTING 

Ultimately,  for  a  meeting  to  succeed, 
it  must  be  interesting.  Discussions 
should  be  lively,  interactive  and  to 
the  point.  Voting  procedures  should 
be  clear  and  quick.  Keep  things  mov- 
ing and  you'll  keep  people  awake. 
"Remember,"  Candace  adds,  "chap- 
ter meetings  are  not  just  for  officers. 
They're  for  all  members."  • 
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Community  Development 


Giving  back 

An  FFA  chapter  raises  money  to  help  last  summer's  hurricane  victims 


By  Oconee  County 
Middle  School  FFA 
Advisor  Sandra  Schempp 

When  a  natural  disaster 
strikes,  the  wave  of 
devastation  reaches  far 
beyond  ground  zero 
Lives  are  lost,  homes  destroyed 
families  displaced  and  commu 
nities  forever  changed.  Hurri- 
canes Katrina  and  Rita  created  a 
colossal  wave  that  touched  lives 
not  only  in  the  Gulf  region,  but 
around  the  world.  As  the  wave 
subsided,  however,  it  produced 
ripples  of  compassion  reaching 
the  hearts  of  people  ready  to 
offer  whatever  help  possible  to 
those  victimized  by  this  uncon- 
trollable act  of  nature. 

Those  ripples  reached  all 
the  way  to  the  Oconee  Countv 
Middle  School  (OCMS)  FFA 
Chapter  in  Watkinsville,  Ga,. 
which  is  just  on  the  outskirts  of 
Athens,  home  of  the  University 
of  Georgia.  This  area  received 
many  hurricane  evacuees.  One 
OCMS  teacher  is  now  here 
because  she  lost  her  home  in 
St.  Bernard  Parish,  one  of  the 
hardest-hit  areas  in  Louisiana. 
The  students  at  OCMS  rec- 
ognized that  members  of  the 
FFA  family  had  also  suffered 
tremendous  loss.  So  we  joined 
in  the  FFA  Seeds  of  Hope  fundraising 
campaign  to  help  rebuild  agriculture 
education  programs  and  FFA  chapters 
in  communities  destroyed  during  the 
Gulf  Coast  storms. 

We  wanted  to  help  these  FFA  chap- 
ters get  back  on  their  feet,  and  we  also 
wanted  our  members  to  have  a  chance  to 
work  in  cooperation  with  FFA  Alumni. 
But  I  guess  the  main  objective  was  to 
help  our  students  develop  a  sense  of 
citizenship.  By  increasing  awareness 
of  how  the  hurricanes  affected  Gulf 
area  agriculture  education  programs, 
the  Seeds  of  Hope  campaign  provided 
our  members  an  opportunity  to  look 
beyond  themselves  to  meet  the  needs 
of  others. 


Members  of  Oconee  County  Middle  School  FFA  present  $1,000  check  for  Seeds 
of  Hope  to  the  Georgia  state  officers  (holding  the  check).  This  campaign  helps 
rebuild  agriculture  education  programs  and  FFA  chapters  In  hurricane-damaged 
areas  along  the  Gulf  Coast.  From  left:  Clare  Edwards,  FFA  advisor  Sandra  Schempp, 
Melissa  Bryan,  Caroline  Harris,  Adrlenne  Gentry,  Ward  Black,  Heather  Savelle,  Broc 
Bridges,  Georgia  FFA  Executive  Secretary  Ben  Lastly  and  Will  Bernard. 


At  the  beginning  of  the  school 
year,  OCMS  FFA  members  voted  to 
hold  a  school  dance  to  raise  funds  for 
chapter  activities.  During  the  national 
FFA  convention,  the  students  learned 
about  Seeds  of  Hope.  Upon  return- 
ing to  Watkinsville,  another  vote  was 
taken  to  donate  proceeds  from  the 
dance  to  the  relief  effort.  Not  only  did 
the  students  vote  to  give  $1,000  to  the 
effort  but  they  also  found  ways  to  get 
FFA  alumni  involved.  OCMS  students 
made  plans  for  decorations,  advertising, 
setup  and  cleanup  for  the  Mardi  Cras- 
themed  dance. 

More  than  three-fourths  of  the  FFA 
members  participated  in  making  the 
dance  a  huge  success.  Students  created 


signs  and  made  daily  announcements  to 
promote  the  dance.  Sales  of  tickets,  con- 
cessions and  Mardi  Gras  beads  brought 
in  more  than  $2,000,  and  more  than  500 
students  attended.  As  a  result  of  their 
efforts,  OCMS  FFA  members  raised 
enough  to  meet  their  Seeds  of  Hope 
goal  of  $1,000  and  still  made  enough 
to  sponsor  other  chapter  activities.  The 
students  and  I  presented  a  check  at  the 
state  FFA  office.  • 

This  FFA  community  development 
story  is  brought  to  you  by 
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One  bad  or  Good  or  boy. 


DARRELL  WALTRIP 
EDITION  TUNDRA 

This  limited-edition 

Tundra  is  the  same 

durable  truck  you'd 

expect  from  Toyota, 

with  a  little  boost 

from  "Jaws"  himself. 

Featuring  18"  TRD 

wheels,  the  #11 

badge,  race-inspired 

decals  and  a  front 

grille  you  won't  find 

on  any  other  Tundra. 

It's  the  ultimate 

show  of  allegiance 

to  one  of  racing's 

all-time  greats. 

Check  out 

toyota.com/dw 

for  more  info. 
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Your  Money 


Tips  for  building  your  financial  standing 


By  Chris  Hayhurst 


Looking  for  a  job  that  pays  vou  what 
you're  worth?  Then  take  a  tip  from 
the  pros:  Learn  to  negotiate.  Most 
job  seekers  don't  realize  that  in 
many  lines  of  work,  compensa- 
tion is  open  to  negotiation — that  simple 
game  of  give  and  take.  Show  employers 
what  you  have  to  offer  and,  with  anj' 
luck,  you'll  get  what  you  deserve. 

RULE  1:  BE  PATIENT 

Never  try  to  negotiate  before  you've  been 
offered  the  job.  Until  then,  says  Lily 
Whiteman,  author  of  Get  Hired!  How  to 
Land  the  Ideal  Federal  fob  and  Negoti- 
ate a  Top  Salary,  the  ball  is  entirely  in 
the  employer's  court.  "You  want  them 
to  want  you."  Whiteman  says.  "And  by 
making  demands  too  early,  you're  not 
helping  your  case.  You'll  just  eliminate 
yourself  from  consideration." 

As  you  wait  for  the  offer,  do  some 
research.  Learn  everything  you  can 
about  the  employer.  If  there's  a  com- 
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What  are 
you  worth? 


Some  advice  on  salary  and  wage  negotiation 


pany  website,  check  it  out. 
If  they've  given  you  read- 
ing materials,  read  them. 
Talk  to  anyone  you  know 
who  had  the  job  before 
you.  Know  what  to  ex- 
pect— typical  pay  ranges, 
working  hours,  benefits, 
etc. — so  when  it's  time  to 
talk  business,  you're  well 
within  reason.  "Go  with  the 
facts,"  Whiteman  says,  "not 
hearsay." 

RULE  2:  PROCEED 


Job  offer  in  hand,  you  can 
now  test  the  waters.  "There  is  almost 
always  room  to  negotiate,"  Whiteman 
explains.  "You've  got  less  leverage  if 
you're  a  high  school  student  negotiat- 
ing an  hourly  wage  than  if  you're  a  CEO 
going  for  a  $10  million  contract,  but  it 
never  hurts  to  ask." 

The  key,  she  says,  is  doing  so  with 
care.  "Don't  make  it  a  deal-breaker. 
Don't  say,  'If  you  can't  offer  me  x,  y  or 
z,  I'm  not  taking  this  job.'  You  don't 
want  to  sound  aggressive  or  difficult  to 
get  along  with."  Instead,  phrase  your 
request  in  a  way  that  gives  you  and 
your  prospective  employer  room  to 
maneuver.  "Ask  them,  point  blank,  'Is 
there  anv  wiggle  room  here?'  That  way, 
you're  not  jeopardizing  the  job." 

RULE  3:  BE  CREATIVE 

At  this  point,  the  employer  may  ask 
you  what  you  have  in  mind.  Be  pre- 
pared with  an  answer.  "It  doesn't  have 
to  be  in  terms  of  your  salary  or  wage," 

Your  Money  is  brought  to  you  by    fZ  AA  JVf 


Whiteman  adds.  "It  could  be  in  terms 
of  parking  privileges,  access  to  the  gym, 
any  of  the  working  conditions  involved 
in  the  job.  Be  creative." 

Another  option  is  to  look  toward  the 
future.  Ask  the  employer  if  she's  open  to 
giving  you  a  raise  or  a  bonus  when  she 
sees  how  well  you  do  your  job.  If  you're 
applying  for  an  internship,  inquire 
about  future  employment.  Your  point 
will  be  clear,  and  should  be  well-taken. 
You'll  also  come  across  as  a  goal-  and 
achievement-oriented  person. 

RULE  4:  MAKE  YOUR  CASE 

As  you  make  your  proposal,  be  sure  you 
emphasize  what  you  can  offer.  "It  might 
just  be  that  you're  a  really  diligent,  hard- 
working person,"  Whiteman  says.  "Or 
maybe  you  have  actual  credentials  in 
the  field  that  you've  applied  for — you've 
done  an  internship  or  volunteer  work." 
Other  positives  include  an  impressive 
GPA,  or  high  grades  in  classes  relevant 
to  the  job. 

Of  course,  the  employer  may  already 
know  these  things;  after  all,  she's  of- 
fered you  the  job.  The  important  thing 
is  to  highlight  your  case.  Show  your 
enthusiasm  and  make  yourself  even 
more  enticing.  Heidi  Ciha,  manager  of 
recruiting  and  staffing  for  John  Deere, 
says  doing  so  probably  won't  hurt  your 
case,  although  it  may  not  help,  either. 

"For  certain  positions  it  is  much 
more  acceptable,  but  I  think  that  in  gen- 
eral, explaining  what  you  want,  what 
you  need  and  why  you  believe  you  are 
worth  is  appropriate,"  she  says.  "Still, 
we  typically  put  forth  our  best  offer.  So 
keep  it  realistic."  • 
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Toys  change.  So  do  your  responsibilities. 


For  you  to  have  that  new  toy  you  want  so  badly,  you've  got  to  learn  the  rules  of  the  game.  That's 
why  GMAC  created  SmartEdge,  a  free  educational  program  that  will  help  you  learn  what  you  need 
to  know  about  vehicle  financing.  Discover  SmartEdge,  where  you  will  learn: 

How  to  Establish  Good  Credit        How  to  Manage  Your  Budget       Vehicle  Financing  Options 

Visit  www.smartedgebygmac.com  and  get  ready  to  achieve  your  goals. 


SmartEdge 

by  GMAC 

The.Financial  Services  People  of     GM 


©2005  GMAC.  All  Rights  Beserved.  GMAC  is  a  registered  service  mark  of  tlie  General  Motors  Acceptance  Corporation.  SmartEdge  is  a  sereice  mark  of  ttie  Geiieral  Motors  Acceptance  Coriioi 

Ttie  GM  trademark  is  a  registered  trademark  of  ttie  General  Motors  Corporation. 


Q:  What  do  pigs  like  to  give  on 

Valentine's  Day? 

A:  Valenswines. 

Kelsey  Fredrickson 

Santa  Maria,  California 

Q:  What's  a  cow's  favorite  saying? 

A:  Got  milk? 

Tom  Paxton 

Sanford  Texas 

Knock,  knock. 

Who's  there? 

Me. 

Me  who? 

Me-ow! 

Renee  Spinner 

Hannacroix,  New  York 

Q:  What  do  dairy  farmers  do  for 

people  who  like  dairy  products? 

A:  They  squeeze  to  please. 

Mylie  Myers 

Shirleysburg,  Pennsylvania 

Q:  What  did  the  lamb  chop  say  to 

the  pork  chop? 

A:  Glad  to  meat  you. 

Cherish  Sheffield 

Ryan,  Oklahoma 


The  Agrinuts 

By  Jim  Bradshaw  and  Michael  Bettendorf 


THIS  STATE  ^FA 

CONVENTION  ROCKS. 

THEY  SHOULD  DO  THIS 

EVERY  YEAR! 


TH  STATE 
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Q:  Why  didn't  the  lamb  get  to  play 

with  the  other  lambs? 

A:  Because  he  had  a  baaad  attitude. 

Jayde  Wuori 

Rolla,  North  Dakota 

Q;  Why  did  the  coach  go  to  the  bank? 

A:  To  get  his  quarter  back. 

Andy  Fleck 

Jasper,  Indiana 

Q:  What  kind  of  watch  does  a  witch 

doctor  use? 

A:  A  witch  watch. 

Brandi  Hall 

Ripley,  Oklahoma 

Q:  Why  did  the  turkey  cross 

the  road? 

A:  It  was  the  chicken's  day  off. 

Michelle  Kindle 

Alger,  Ohio 

Q:  What  do  you  call  a  pig  wearing 

headphones? 

A:  Anything.  He  can't  hear  you. 

Sidney  Russell  and  Taylor  Fielding 

Hayfork,  California 

Q:  What  is  a  caveman's  favorite 

sandwich? 

A:  A  club  sandwich. 

Michael  McEnany 

Nevada,  Iowa 

Q:  What's  black  when  it's  white  and 
white  when  it's  dirty? 

A:  A  blackboard. 

Monte  Amundson 

Whitehall,  Wisconsin 

Q:  What  do  you  get  when  a  cow  is 
in  an  earthquake? 

A:  A  milkshake. 

Audrey  Manscra 

Nipomo,  California 

Q:  What  do  you  get  when  you  cross 
a  parrot  and  a  lion? 

A:  I  don't  know,  but  when  it  talks, 

you  better  listen. 

Angela  Drake 

Claremore,  Oklahoma 

We  pay  $5  for  each  printed  joke. 
Because  we  receive  so  many  jokes,  we 
can't  acknov\'ledge  receipt  of  submissions. 
E-mail  jokes  to  newhorizons@ffa.org  or  mail 
to  FFA  New  Horizons,  RO.  Box  69860, 
Indianapolis,  IN  46268.  Entries  that  do  not 
include  the  following  will  not  be  considered: 
name,  street  address  or  rural  route  (no  P.O. 
Box  addresses)  and  your  FFA  chapter. 


Puzzler 


by  Matt  Gaffney 
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ACROSS 
1   Brown cattle  (Katlyn  Hoskinson 

owns  15  of  them) 

6  " Yankee  Doodle  Dandy...":  2  wds. 

9  Sheridan  FFA  Chapter  member 

Toburen 

10  Country  where  Seoul  is:  abbr. 

11  "ER"  actor West 

12  Direction  opposite  of  SSW 

13  Former  Melrose-Mindoro  FFA  Chapter 
president  Bockenhauer 

15  Greenhand  (FFA  honor  for  13-across) 

1 8  1 3-across  owns  30.  of  them 

19  One  of  the  "Four  Corners"  states 
Erich  Gaukel  visited 

21  State  next  to  Mississippi:  abbr. 

22  Comic (newspaper  feature) 

26  Each 

27  " friend  of  mine":  2  wds. 

28  Ending  for  "Japan"  or  "Vietnam" 

29  Acting  award 

DOWN 

1  Snake's  sound 

2  Baby's  crying  noise 

3  Kind  of  fund  you  should  start  early 
for  retirement 

4  Greenhand  vice  president  of  the  Cliff 
FFA  Chapter Rains 

5  Stadium  where  the  Mets  play 

6  "You  already  told  me  that!":  2  wds. 

7  Missouri  FFA  Member Buck 

8  Sections 

14  Country  singer  Toby,  and  family 

15  Circle,  triangle,  or  square 

16  Stories 

17  Knowledgeable 

20  "This sudden!":  2  wds. 

23  room  (place  to  play  in  the  house) 

24  "This joke,  right?":  2  wds. 

25  Expected  score  on  a  golf  hole 

Several  clues  are  based  on  articles  in  this 
magazine.  See  solution  on  page  24.   ^ 
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rrent  Willmon  appeared  on 
the  "FFA  Today!"  TV  show 
recently  and  performed 
"Island,"  a  song  from  his  upcoming 
album.  Willmon  joined  host  Orion 
Samuelson  and  national  FFA  officers 
Rvan  Peterson  and  Stuart  Joy  in  a 
discussion  about  FFA.  Current  FFA 
member  Alina  Tatum  also  performed 
on  the  show.  Willmon,  a  former  FFA 
member,  says  this  about  FFA:  "The 
future  of  the  world  is  dependent  upon 
the  hiture  of  agriculture.  The  future 
of  agriculture  is  FFA"  .  .  .  Toby  Keith, 
also  a  former  FFA  member,  recently 
released  a  new  CD  on  his  own  Show 
Dog  record  label.  He  recently  an- 
nounced that  he's  taken  up  the 
winter  sport  curling,  and  he  intends  to 
compete  in  the  2010  Winter  Olympics 
Games.  ...  In  her  publicity  informa- 
tion, singer  Megan  Mullins  lists, 
among  other  things,  that  her  most  un- 
usual job  was  shoveling  manure.  This 
singer/fiddle  player  was  not  in  FFA, 
but  she  obviously  knows  something 
about  the  kind  of  work  FFA  members 
get  to  do  once  in  awhile.  She  plays  in 
the  "Nashville  Star"  house  band  and 
has  a  new  CD  due  out  in  Julv. 


On  the  set  of  "FFA  Live!"  From  left, 
National  FFA  Eastern  Region  Vice 
President  Ryan  Peterson;  American 
Star  Farmer  Scott  Hill;  singer  Trent 
Willmon;  FFA  member  and  singer 
Alina  Tatum;  and  National  Western 
Region  Vice  President  Stuart  Joy. 
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Marketplace 


OCEAN 

CCIRPOKATIOIV 

10840  Rockley  Road  Houston.Tx  77099 


LMM  TO 

WELD 

IINUERWAlliK 

WITHOUT  nOLDIIVG  YOUR  BREATH 

CALL  NOW 

\mm  YOiiK  mmw 
mxmwxxmimm 
1  1100  Vl\  {Yin 

WWW.OCIiAXCOUP.COJI 


FINANCIAL  AID  AVAILABLE 
FOR  THOSE  WHO  QUALIFY 
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TULSA 
'WELDiNG 
^SCHOOL 


"World  Class  Welders 
&  Welding  Inspectors" 

•  $3,422 /month  ^'^ 
reported  average 
starting  pay  by 
1,561  of  1,623         V 
graduates  during  2000' 
thru  2003.  Overtime            Ai.n  Kigt..  Jr' 

,       ,      .  .  FFA-Tallhlna,  OK 

included  in  some  cases. 

Seniors  call  toll  free  for  free  video. 

•  New  Jacksonville,  FL  branch 
campus  now  open.  1-877-WELD  JAX 

Call:  1-800-WELD  PRO 

www.weldingschool.com 

2545  E.  11th  St.   •   Tulsa,  OK  74104 
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Do  Your  Part  to 
Protect  Birds 
From 
Avian  Flu 


BIOSECURITY 

FOR  THE  BIRDS 


FFA  and  the  Animal 

and  Plant  Health 

Inspection  Service  (APHIS)  at  USDA 

have  joined  in  a  public  service  campaign 

to  educate  backyard  and  small  poultry 

owners  about  protecting  birds  from 

avian  influenza  (Al). 

FFA  and  APHIS  are  asking  your  FFA 
Chapter  to  consider  handing  out 
informational  materials  on  Al  at  your 
state  and  county  fairs  this  summer 
To  find  out  more  about  how  you  can 
participate,  visit  www.AIFairs.org. 

All  materials  are  free  of  charge. 

I  JCr)A     United  Slates  Department  of  Agriculture 
i=l!r  Animal  and  Plant  Health  Inspection  Service 


n  equal  opporlunily  provider  and  employer 


A  teaching  greenhouse 
grows  more  than  plants! 


It  grows  character,  excitement,  and  pride. 
Students  get  hands-on  experience  as 
they  manage  their  own  ag  business  at 
school.  IGC  can  provide  a  greenhouse 
package  that  will  enable  your  students  to 
plant,  grow,  and  sell  product  in  your  area. 

Call  toll-free  1-888-281-9337  or 
visit  www.igcusa.com/schools 


Ask  for  a  FREE  Catalog  &  Buyer's  Guide 


ipp  International 

luu  Greenhouse  Company 

Jhe  People  Who  Know  Greenhouses 
806  N.  Main  St.,  Georgetown,  IL  61 846 
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MENT  ESSTnrtONTEST  WINNERS! 


TEN  FFA  MEMBERS  were  selected  as  winners  of  the  National  FFA  Risk  Management  Essay  Contest. 
Each  member,  along  with  their  advisor,  traveled  to  Washington,  D.C.,  May  3-7,  where  they  met  with  U.S. 
Department  of  Agriculture  (USDA)  officials  during  a  special  recognition  ceremony.  Additionally,  each  winner  met 
with  their  congressional  representatives  to  discuss  the  growing  importance  of  risk  management  strategies  in 
American  agriculture.  The  Risk  Management  Essay  Contest  was  sponsored  by  the  USDA  Risk  Management 
Agency  as  a  special  project  of  the  National  FFA  Foundation. 

TO  READ  THEIR  ESSAYS  AND  LEARN  HOW  TO  ENTER  THE  2007  CONTEST, 
PLEASE  VISIT  WWW.FBV.ORG/PR0GRAMS/RISKMGT/. 


larden  City  FFA; 
*>Garden  City,  KS 


Emily  Arkfeld 

Lourdes  Central  Catholic 

FFA;  Dunbar,  NE 


Jeffrey  Bridges 
Crapeland  FFA; 
Crapeland,  TX 


Canton  FFA; 
Canton,  QIC 


Angle  Bushong 

Hifchcock-Tulare  FFA; 

Tulare,  SD 


Alma  FFA; 
Elwell,  Ml 


Troy  Kimmel 

New  Raymer  FFA; 

Stoneham,  CO 


-S3!)iffi^Tyains^ 
Scott  County  FFA; 
Georgetown,  KY 


Sierra  Sinipsoi» 

Timberlake  FFA; 

Kremlin,  OK 


. e  Wheeldon 

Schuyler  FFA; 
Schuyler,  NE 


FFA  Across  the  USA 


Dispatches  from  FFA  chapters  across  the  nation 


District  CDE  d^^,  ^^^en^y  ^^^'^^^^r.  col- 

?*:  Yuma  FFA  D;^^\'cDEsl  at  ^^f^pe  Cibola.  Kofe, 
events  included  P-^\  ^onc.^^^^X^Je^  P-sen^s  - 


KaseyFiy- 
winner  ot 
the  district 
infoima- 
tion  CDE- 
Reporting 
by  Crista 

Yuma  FFA 
Chapter 
V  reporter 


Covering  the  corn  .  j 

Nearly  50  members  of  the  Paris  FFA  Chapter  ,omed 
the  staff  of  the  Monroe  County  Co-op  to  cover  up 
500  000  bushels  of  corn.  Using  huge  tarps,  the 
members  took  on  the  difficuU  task  with  enthusiasm. 
Even  though  a  few  shoes  were  lost  in  the  mountain 
of  grain,  the  evem  is  a  significant  fundraiser  for  the 
chapter.  The  corn  at  this  facility  is  purchased  from 
local  farmers  and  is  sold  to  a  regional  ethanol  plant. 
Reporting  by  Heather  Crow.  Paris  FFA  Chapter 
reporter 


fshg 


Gifts  of 
fruit 

Over  last  year's    .^ 
holiday  sea-         i^T 

son,  members      lBi!iyiii_  jm^^  ■^w» 

°(tieBe]JevueFFAXr^^^^^"""  ^^1*    ' 

chapter's  rn^^^  ^^^ff  members  Thl  ^       "'^^'  ^^'°  ^ere 
included  cb?"'^''''^  ^^-^Jopmenrorn      ' ''  ^"^  °f  ^^^e 

^^Porting  ty  the  5^^^^"^  Brett  B^^'"  ^'^^ 
iS^  'chapter 


FFA  Degree  recipient 


NflnONfllfFflcONWNnoN 

'-""'sville,  Kenlucky 


Two  Farmersville  FFA 
Chapter  members- 
Fernando  Rivera  (lett) 
and  Waher 
Sanchez— went  to 
Louisville.  Ky., 
in  October  and 
made  history  by 
becoming  the  first 
members  from  the 
chapter  to  receive 
the  degrees. 
Reporting  hy 
Martha  Hosier, 
Farmersville 
FFA  Chapter 
reporter 


What's  happening  in  your  FFA  chapter? 

Send  your  news,  along  with  a  photo,  to: 

FFA  New  Horizons  P.O.  Box  68960,  Indianapolis,  IN  46268 

e-mail:  newhorizons@ffa.org 
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2006  JUSTIN  FFA  CHUKKAS. 

Justin  Boots  and  FFA"  have  come  together  again  in  2006  to  create  The  Perfect  Pair.  This  program  has  been  specifically  designed 
for  FFA'  officers,  members,  advisors  and  families  and  the  pride  that  they  share  in  the  FFA*.  Justin  FFA*  Chukkas  combine  the 
strong  foundation  of  the  FFA"  with  the  rich  heritage  of  the  Justin  brand:  they  have  the  heart  of  a  leader  and  the  sole  of  a  champion. 
No  other  boot  shares  the  same  look  or  FFA"  name.  Like  the  young  men  and  women  of  the  FFA",  these  boots  are  tough,  comfortable 
and  guaranteed  to  go  places.  Best  of  all,  each  boot  sale  contributes  to  future  generations  of  the  FFA". 


For  every  pair  of  2006 
"Qjp^   Justin  FFA"  Chukkas  sold, 
,%^»i  J'    the  FFA"  will  receive 
"^tW     $5  from  Justin  Boots. 


'BOOT 

www.JustlnBoots.com 


www.FFA.org 
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